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President's Message
George J. Linsenmeyer III, MD, FACC

Dear Colleague,
  
Tempus fugit; time flies. It is hard to believe that half
the year is over. 

Annual Meeting
We had a great annual meeting on April 8, 2017, in
Charleston. Speakers included Jane E. Wilcox,
MD, MSc, Richard A. Chazal, MD, MACC, John
C. Gurley, MD, FACC, Rameez Sayyed, MBBS,
FACC, Donald F. Hammer, MD, Traci Turner,
MD, MT(ASCP), Andrew R. Leventhal, MD,
PhD, Ashwin Bhirud, MD, and Alaa Gabi, MD.
We also awarded the first annual WV-ACC Lifetime
Achievement Award to a most deserving Dr.
William Carter.

You can take a look at the annual meeting photos
here, and click on the "photos" tab. 

The annual poster competition was spectacular.
Congratulations to our winners:
Fellow-in-Training Clinical Research
1st place: Mohammad Kawsara, MD, WVU
2nd place:Iqbal Naveed, MD, Marshall

Fellow-in-Training Case Reports
1st place: Rani Shah, MD, Marshall
2nd place: Jason Mader, MD, Marshall

Resident Case Reports
1st place: Abhinav Mittal, MD, WVU
2nd place: Kinjan Patel, MD, WVU

Cardiovascular Team Research
1st place: Beth Ann White, RN, MSN, NP-C, AACC

Finally, special thanks to all of our exhibitors and
sponsors. We could not do it without them.

2018 Annual Meeting
Planning is already underway for next year's
meeting on April 21, 2018, at the Charleston
Marriott. We have some great speakers lined up,

ACC Legislative Conference
The ACC Legislative Conference is coming up on
September 10-12, in Washington, DC. Here is
information about the event. All ACC members are
welcome and encouraged to attend. I would tell you
that it is definitely eye opening to see how the
Government really works. It gives you the
opportunity to speak with your legislators face to face.
They seem to pay particular attention when the heart
doctors and nurses come to town. As the saying
goes: if we don’t take care of our business, someone
else will.

Chapter Executive Director
It is with a heavy heart that I announce that Gwen
Goldfarb has resigned from her position with the
West Virginia-ACC and will be leaving us in early
October. Gwen has been with us since 2005 and
has been instrumental in reviving and building our
chapter to what it is today. She has helped grow our
educational and advocacy activities, our financial
stability, our leadership engagement, and our
online presence, including
www.accwv.org, twitter.com/accwv,
and facebook.com/accwv. From a leadership lens,
Gwen has helped me and previous presidents
immensely. Most of all, she has worked tirelessly to
serve each of you. We have begun the process
of searching for a new chapter executive and will
keep everyone posted. We all look forward to catching
up with Gwen at National ACC meetings as her
leadership of both the Ohio and Indiana Chapters
continues. Many kudos to Gwen for such a great
effort getting us to where we are today.
 
Position Change
I will be changing the main focus of my practice to
Ashland, KY. I hope to continue some work in
Huntington; the details are still to be worked out. I
will still live in Huntington and continue to work hard
for the Chapter. My cell phone number remains 304-
563-9016. My new email
is: george_linsenmeyer@bshsi.org; please note
that there is an underscore between "george" and
"linsenmeyer".  

Governor-Elect
Dr. Elie Gharib is our governor-elect and will be
taking the reins in March 2018. I know Elie will do a
great job.

As always, I am eager to have comments and
suggestions. Let me hear from you. 

https://www.accwv.org/2017-annual-meeting/
https://www.cvent.com/events/2017-american-college-of-cardiology-legislative-conference/registration-af1d1d9b037847229c9e6c34656cbe8f.aspx?fqp=true
http://www.accwv.org/
http://twitter.com/accwv
http://facebook.com/accwv
mailto:george_linsenmeyer@bshsi.org


including Dr. Robert Bonow. Let us know if you
have any suggestions! Sincerely, 

George J. Linsenmeyer III, MD, FACC
President

NCDR Clinical Quality Coach App Now
Available

The ACC has recently launched the NCDR Clinical Quality Coach app to provide physicians with a
convenient mobile solution for documenting and tracking clinical practice improvement activities. Leveraging
NCDR data, physicians are able to access and track quality performance metrics, and use data to inform
quality improvement efforts. This app also gives physicians an easy, streamlined way to submit
documentation of clinical practice improvement activities for American Board of Medical Specialties
credit. Download the app and find out more about ACC's clinical apps at ACC.org/Apps.

CMS Releases Proposed 
2018 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule and

Hospital Outpatient Rules

On July 13, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) released the proposed 2018 Medicare
Physician Fee Schedule, addressing Medicare payment and quality provisions for physicians in 2018. Under
the proposal, physicians will see a less than 0.1 percent conversion factor payment increase on Jan. 1, 2018.
CMS estimates that the physician rule will decrease payments to cardiologists by 2 percent from 2017 to
2018. This estimate predicts a 1 percent reduction to changes in practice expense and a 1 percent reduction to
changes in malpractice expense. It is based on the entire cardiology profession and can vary widely depending
on the mix of services provided in a practice.

The Physician Fee Schedule was released in tandem with the proposed 2018 Hospital Outpatient Prospective
Payment System rule. The outpatient rule indicates a 1.75 percent payment update for hospitals. Select
highlights from both proposed rules are listed below. Find a full list on ACC.org.
Physician Fee Schedule

The proposal to require ordering professionals to consult with appropriate use criteria (AUC) through a
qualified clinical decision support mechanism (CDSM) beginning Jan. 1, 2019, delaying this
requirement one year. CMS also proposes the list of data elements that ordering professionals must
report on the claims form under this program, including the use of new Healthcare Common
Procedure Coding System (HCPCS) codes. The list of qualified CDSMs is posted on the CMS AUC
Program website. ACC’s decision support tool, the FOCUS App, is not included in this list of qualified
support mechanisms; however, ACC's AUC will be available through several CMS-approved
CDSMs.
Reduction of payment rates for certain items and services furnished by off-campus hospital provider-
based departments from 50 percent of OPPS to 25 percent of OPPS.
Updates to values for stress echocardiography, transthoracic echocardiography, electrophysiology (EP)
device monitoring services, EP 3D mapping add-on services and extremity angiography radiological
supervision and interpretation, resulting from previously directed reviews of work and practice
expense inputs. More detail will be available after CMS posts supporting data tables.
Proposed values for new codes describing INR anticoagulation management billed per test regardless
of where the test result is obtained and endovenous ablation of incompetent extremity veins.
To align with Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS) requirements, clinicians and groups
who successfully reported six quality measures for Physician Quality Reporting Program for 2016 will
avoid the -2.0 percent penalty that was to be applied in 2018. This is a reduction from the required nine
measures across three National Quality Strategy domains. Additionally, the maximum penalties for
the Value-based Payment Modifier would be reduced from -4.0 percent to -2.0 percent for groups of 10
or more and -2.0 percent to -1.0 percent for groups of 10 or fewer.
Changes to the Medicare Shared Savings Program Accountable Care Organizations, including the
addition of chronic care management codes to the definition of primary care services for attribution
purposes.

 
Hospital Outpatient Prospective Payment System

Updates for policies related to ambulatory payment classification payments (APCs), including the
proposed addition of a new APC for certain imaging procedures without contrast to better classify
services based on resource homogeneity.

http://www.acc.org/tools-and-practice-support/mobile-resources/features/ncdr-clinical-quality-coach
http://emessaging.vertexcommunication.com/ct/51355265:JiqHXoyWN:m:1:1228467084:49CA6B460CA73287857C4DD38C84CF3D:r
http://www.acc.org/mobileresources
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2017-14639
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/07/20/2017-14883/medicare-program-hospital-outpatient-prospective-payment-and-ambulatory-surgical-center-payment
http://www.acc.org/latest-in-cardiology/articles/2017/07/13/18/18/cms-releases-proposed-2018-medicare-physician-fee-schedule-and-hospital-outpatient-rules
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Fact-sheets/2017-Fact-Sheet-items/2017-07-13-2.html
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/Appropriate-Use-Criteria-Program/index.html
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/Appropriate-Use-Criteria-Program/index.html
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Fact-sheets/2017-Fact-Sheet-items/2017-07-13.html


Removal of six measures from the Hospital Outpatient Quality Reporting Program (OQR) in either
the CY 2020 or CY 2021 payment determinations, including OP-4: Aspirin at Arrival.

ACC staff are reviewing the proposed rules to identify additional topics of interest to members. More
information will be forthcoming in the Advocate newsletter and on ACC.org in the coming weeks. The
College will submit written comments at the end of the summer.

Not long before the final rules are released in the fall, experts will discuss federal legislative and regulatory
topics at ACC’s 2017 Legislative Conference Sept. 10 – 12 in Washington, DC. Don’t miss this opportunity to
learn about hot button issues facing cardiologists and to ensure the voice of cardiology is heard on Capitol Hill.
Access online registration here.
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